Worksheet

Read the following texts and fill in the blanks with the newly formed words: 

Online fame
– Ask Rosie ——-
….………1.(sure) blogging or vlogging must be one of the easiest ways of finding ……….2. (famous) and fortune? All you need is a computer and a hobby to talk about, don’t you? Well, although it looks simple, being a success in the ………..3.(blog) is actually a lot more difficult than it seems.

Kate Ross has been advising brands on how to work with bloggers and vloggers, and believes that if you start a blog or vlog just to earn money, it isn’t going to work. Kate says you need to be ………..4. (passion) about your topic and you need to provide your readers or viewers with interesting content. If you don’t, your vlog or blog isn’t going to get positive …………..5. (feed) and attract ……………6. (subscribe).

You also need to be aware that cash isn’t going to come rolling in ……….7. (night). Seventeen-year-old Rosie Bea, who has a YouTube fashion channel, says her blog only started attracting the attention of advertisers after she had put in months and months of unpaid work and built up a big fan base. Rosie was also combining her vlog work with her law studies, and she advises vloggers in the same position to make sure that they plan ………..8. (care) so that they have time to do both things properly.

So, while the tabloid press often talks about the instant success of young bloggers and vloggers, it isn’t really instant at all. The people who are ……….9. (success) have done well because they are hard-working and passionate about what they do, and it is this …………10. (dedicate) and passion that attracts subscribers and advertisers to them. The press is only interested in them once they are in the public eye, but they have achieved their celebrity status through hours and hours of hard work.

Text taken form English Reading Exercises for B2 - Vloggers - English Practice Online (english-practice.net) 

. 

‘Ladies and gentlemen, I have a grave announcement to make. Incredible as it may seem … those strange beings who landed in the Jersey farmlands tonight are … an invading army from the planet Mars.’ – Orson Welles reading The War of the Words
This ………….1. (announce) in 1934 ………………2. (suppose) scared a million Americans into believing that thousands of their fellow citizens were fighting for their lives against giant aliens. It came from a radio play, read by Orson Welles, that was based on HG Wells’s famous 1898 novel The War of the Worlds, and it has become an American media legend. However, as we all know, legends are ………..3. (rare) based on the truth.

The ………..4. (arrive) of the radio in the 1930s provided people with an exciting new channel of communication – but it also provided newspapers with unwanted competition. Throughout the decade, more and more people had come to rely on the radio for news, and newspapers had been losing ……….5. (come) from advertising. In addition, many people were worried about its possible use as a form of mind control. The War of the Worlds gave newspapers the perfect excuse to exploit these fears and attack their rival as …………6. (respond). The day after the play was ……….7. (cast), newspaper front pages claimed the radio play had caused panic across the country, with people rioting and even committing suicide. However, the stories were ………8. (fabric) and completely false. Recent research has shown that most people were listening to another radio station that evening, and there are no records of mass hysteria.
The newspapers of the time wanted the public to believe that new technology could not be trusted, and they did an extremely good job. For decades, the story of people’s reaction to The War of the Worlds was seen as an example of how the media could cause panic. It is only now that …………9. (search) are realising that the whole episode is an example of something even more worrying: it shows how the media could fabricate and maintain a lie for ………….10. (near) a century.

Text taken from English Reading Exercises for B2 - Future food - English Practice Online (english-practice.net)
The rise of Airbnb
In 2007, design graduates, Joe Gebbie and Brian Chesky, were struggling to pay the rent for their San Francisco apartment. When they heard that there was a conference coming to town and there were no hotel rooms available, they came up with the idea of putting their living room floor up for rent. The next day, they created the ……..1. (site) airbedandbreakfast.com where they advertised three airbeds in their home at $80 each a night, breakfast included. Only six days later, they had three guests sleeping on their floor. They knew immediately that this was the start of something big.

Being budding entrepreneurs, the pair decided to take their idea ………2. (far). They……..3. (list) Gebbie’s former flatmate, Nathan Blecharczyk, a computer science graduate, to develop their website. Their idea was to target conferences and festivals across the USA, getting local people to list their rooms and ……….4. (travel) to book them. The new website was completed just in time for the 2008 Democratic National Convention in Denver, at which Barack Obama was due to speak in front of 80,000 people. Within a week, they had 800 …………5. (list), an achievement which dealt in part with the ………….6. (short) of hotel rooms, but did not solve their ………7. (finance) problems, as the site was not making any money.

The team decided that they would have to handle ………..8. (pay) for the bookings if they were to make their venture ………….9. (finance) viable. They began to charge three per cent to the host and between six and twelve per cent to the traveller, depending on the price of the booking. ………….10. (while), investors had started showing interest in the company. By April 2009, Gebbie, Chesky and Blecharcyzk were making enough money to cover their living expenses. When larger investments began to arrive, they moved the company out of their flat into a new state-of-the-art office and hired more staff.

Airbnb hit one million bookings in January 2011, and since then it has gone from strength to strength. It hasn’t been plain sailing, however. When one host complained on her blog later that year that her house had been trashed by an Airbnb renter, the story was reported internationally in the press. The company responded by announcing that in future hosts would be ………11. (sure) and there would be a 24/7 manned helpline to deal with any complaints. A month later, another victim of ……..12. (vandal)  was compensated immediately and has gone on to rent out his apartment through the website again. Thanks to quick thinking like this, the company now has over 1.5 million listings in 34,000 cities in 190 countries, and is rumoured to be worth around $20 billion.

Text taken from English Reading Exercises for B2 - Globetrotters - English Practice Online (english-practice.net)
Love in 36 questions
Although couples will rarely believe it, …………1. (science) factors have a lot to do with falling in love. Research has shown that scent plays an important role in choosing a mate. Other experiments have demonstrated the love is caused by …….2. (combine) of chemicals in the brain. Furthermore, New York psychologist Arthur Aron applied the principles of science to demonstrate that the process of falling in love could be speeded up … to just 45 minutes!

Some scientists claim that we take between ninety seconds and four minutes to decide if we fancy someone. However, the leap from being attracted to someone to falling in love with them is a big one, and Aron wanted to find out if the ………..3. (close) associated with feelings of being in love could be created ……….4. (artifice). Aron produced a paper that included 36 questions designed to encourage ……..5. (intimate) if couples answered them together. The questions came in three sets with each set covering ………..6. (increase) intimate ground. They covered many personal opinions and experiences; for example, ‘Would you like to be ……..7. (fame)?’, ‘What does ……….8. (friend) mean to you?’ and ‘When did you last cry in front of another person?’ After answering the questions together, the couples were directed to stare into each other’s eyes for four minutes without saying anything.

Aron tested his questions on pairs of strangers and then asked them to stare at each other. All of the ………….9. (participate) reported feeling close to their partners and many of them swapped contact details after the experiment. So if you’re keen on someone and would like to get closer to them, it would seem that Aron’s questions could help you to achieve your ………..10. (object).

Text taken from English Reading Exercises for B2 - Love is in the air - English Practice Online (english-practice.net)
