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Clasa a XI-a


SUBIECTUL A – USE OF ENGLISH      40p
I. Read the following text and put the verbs in brackets in the correct form (10 x1p =
10p)
By now, a rocket (1)................(to set off) on its 35 million mile trip to Mars and scientists are waiting anxiously for the results. The rocket (2).................(to travel) for six months before it (3).................(reach) the planet. It will be a long time before any landing on Mars can be attempted. This will only be possible when scientists (4)................(to learn) more about the atmosphere that surrounds the planet. If a sattelite can one day be put into orbit round Mars, scientists will be able to find out a great deal. An interesting suggestion for measuring the atmosphere around Mars (5).............(to put forward). A rubber ball containing a radio transmitter (6)...............(to drop) from a sattelite so that it (7)................(to fall) towards the surface of the planet. The radio (8).............(to signal) the rate at which the ball was slowed down and scientists would be able to say how dense the atmosphere is. Only when a great deal more information (9)...............(to obtain), (10)................(it/to be) possible to plan a manned trip to Mars.   
II. Use the word given in brackets to form a word that fits in each sentence (10 x 1p = 10 p)
 Most people (1)....................(REGULAR) over-commit. How often do we agree to meet friends, accept (2)……………….(INVITE), or offer to help a family member, only to realise that in making the (3)………………..(ARRANGE) we’ve been too generous with our time? (4)……………….(PSYCHOLOGY) believe that we ’over-commit’ because we have (5)………………..(DIFFICULT) judging how much time there is available. We fill our diaries with things to do, (6)……………….(SINCERE) believing that we’ll have more time in the future than we have in the present. Of course, when tomorrow turns into today, we discover that we are too busy to fulfil all of the (7)…………….(COMMIT) that we’ve made. The nature of time deceives us and we ‘forget’ about how things fill our days and compete for our time. Nearly all the (8)………….(PARTICIPATE) in a survey believed that they would have more free time next month than now. When questioned a month later, they were surprised to find that they were (9)…………………(EQUAL) busy. So, next time a distant cousin suggests a get-together, or you are invited to three parties in the week before Christmas, try to think ahead and consider whether it would be more (10)……………….(SENSE) to be less generous with your time. 

III. Choose the correct answer A, B, C or D (10 x 1 p = 10 p)
Although few students would say that school lessons and laughter go together, two Ohio University psychology professors argue that the use of humour in online courses can (1) …… good results. Mark Shatz and Frank LoSchiavo found that humour can significantly (2)…….. student interest. ‘We know students taking online courses often (3)…….. them as boring and impersonal, (4)…….. we thought about the idea of trying to incorporate humour into online teaching’, said Shatz. The study took an existing course and added humour in the (5)…….. of jokes and cartoons. Forty-four students then did (6)…….. the original course or the more humorous course, and the researchers studied their performance. They counted the number of times students (7)…….. part in the online discussion. They also asked students to rate their overall enjoyment of the course. The (8)…….. showed that students who did the more humorous course were more likely to make comments on discussion boards. They also seemed to enjoy the course more. ‘Teachers don’t need to be comedians’, said Shatz. ‘Our job is not to (9)…….. students laugh. Our job is to (10)…….. them learn, and if humour can make learning more enjoyable, then everybody benefits.

1	A do 	          B make  	C produce 	D present
2	A grow          B rise	            C increase 	D multiply
3	A believe       B view 	            C think 	D look
4	A that             B so	            C as                 D then
5	A way            B type    	C form 	D kind
6	A either          B both   	C or     	D neither
7	A took            B had 	            C played 	D did
8	A happenings B readings	C sayings 	D findings
9	A force           B cause 	C make           D create
10	A produce      B help               C teach           D get

IV. Complete the second sentence so that it has a similar meaning to the first sentence, using the word given. Do not change the word given. You must use between three and six words, including the word given.    (5 X 2p= 10p)
1. Whatever time he leaves home, John always seems to get to work late.             MATTER
     No...................................off from home, John always seems to get to work late.
                                                                                                                           
2. Martin was going to host an event for the new students, but it appears he has decided   against it.                                                                                                                      MIND
    Martin appears......................................hosting an event for the new students.

3. If you hadn’t taken me to the station, I wouldn’t have caught my train.                GIVING
    But...................................to the station, I wouldn’t have caught my train.
                                                                                                                         
4.The weather was getting worse, so Joe was forced to give up his attempt to climb to the   
 summit.                                                                                                                          BUT
   Due to the worsening weather, Joe had……………………….to give up his attempt to   climb to the summit.
5. Jane knew she should arrive at the airport two hours earlier.                              MEANT
    Jane knew she.................................up at the airport two hours early.

SUBIECTUL B – INTEGRATED SKILLS    60p

I. Read the article below about new technology and students. For questions 1–5, choose the answer (A, B, C or D) which you think fits best according to the text.    5x2=10 p

Last Saturday, as my grandfather drove me and my sister home from a dinner to celebrate his birthday, he got frustrated at not being able to remember the name of the singer of a song he’d just heard on the radio. Without a second thought, I grabbed my smartphone, searched for the song and found the name, Bob Dylan. For me and my friends, this is a completely natural course of action, but it totally astonished my grandfather, who didn’t understand how I had checked the information so quickly. My sister and I laughed and explained, but afterwards, it made me think about how much I depend on technology. 
The list of the ways I use technology is endless: writing, planning, socialising, communicating and shopping, to name a few. When I reflected on its impact on my education, I saw that, for my fellow students and I, technology has been significant in many ways. Returning to the story of my grandfather and the smartphone, he had asked me more about how I used it and about university life. He said he thought we had an easy life compared to previous generations. My sister caught my eye and we exchanged a smile. But whereas she was thinking our grandfather was just being a typical 65-yearold, I could see his point. 
Not only are we lucky enough to have the same educational benefits as those of previous generations, we have so many more as well. We still have walk-in libraries available to us, and I can see why some students choose to find and use resources in these distraction-free locations. However, the only option for studying used to be sitting in these libraries with as many books from your reading list as you could find, yet now a single search for your chosen study topic online can immediately provide access to a huge range of resources. At universities, interaction between students and university staff is another area that has changed considerably with developments in technology. We can have face-to-face time with our tutors when we need it, and also communicate using our electronic gadgets from the comfort of our homes, or on the bus. The most popular means of doing this is via instant messaging or social media – email is often considered too slow, and it has become unacceptable for messages to be unanswered for any length of time. While this puts an extra strain on the university’s academic support team, who usually have to answer the queries as they come in, we students are greatly benefitted.
 	It’s important that we remember to appreciate how much the advances in technology have given us. Electronic devices such as tablets, smartphones, and laptops are now standard equipment in most classrooms and lecture halls, and why shouldn’t they be? The replacement of textbooks with tablets allows students the luxury of having up-to-date, interactive and even personalised learning materials, with the added benefit of them not costing the earth. 

1. What does the writer illustrate by describing the incident in the car?
A the older generation’s frustration at people’s dependence on technology
B how unaware young people are of some effects of technology
C the difference in attitudes to technology between two generations
D how technology helps different generations communicate

2. What did the writer think of her grandfather’s comment, mentioned in the second paragraph?
A It showed how out-of-date he was.
B It had an element of truth in it.
C It was an annoying thing to say.
D It made her feel sorry for him.

3. What does the writer say about getting study resources from libraries?
A She considers libraries more preferable places for study than home.
B She cannot understand why anyone chooses to go to a library now.
C She appreciates the fact that people can still study in libraries if they want to.
D She thinks libraries are limited by the quantity of resources they can store.

4. What disadvantage of new technology does the writer mention in the third paragraph?
A Those who can afford the best gadgets gain an unfair advantage.
B Sometimes slow internet connections make communication difficult.
C A heavier workload is created for teaching staff at the university.
D Students cannot escape from dealing with university issues.

5. What is the purpose of the question ‘Why shouldn’t they be?’ in the fourth paragraph?
A to express an opinion
B to introduce some problems
C to make a criticism
D to indicate uncertainty

II.  Starting from the text above, write a report for the leader of a group of  British teachers who are going to visit your college. The aim of their trip is to learn about how technology is used in education in your country. Your report should include information about how technology is used to teach different subjects and recommend which lessons the teachers should watch to see technology being used.   (220-250 words)   50 p
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